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(54) PRODUCTION OF EPICHLOROHYDRIN 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To obtain the titled compound in high reaction ratio and in high selectivity, 
by saponifying a highly concentrated solution of 2,3- dichloro-l-propanol having 
relatively low saponification rate and stripping the reaction product with steam. 
CONSTITUTION: A reaction distillation column is used and 10W50wt% based on total 
amounts of milk of lime and 2,3-dichloro-l-propanol (2,3DCPL for short) used of 
2,3DCPL is fed to the distillation column. Milk of lime containing 0.05W0.2 based on 
Imol 2,3DCPL of Ca(0H)2 is fed to a part higher than the feed position of 2,3DCPL to 
carry out saponification reaction, formed epichlorohydrin (ECH for short) is stripped with 
steam, released from the top of the colunm without decomposition, cooled, condensed 
and recovered. 

EFFECT: The amount of steam used is reduced, stable operation can be carried out and 
this process is excellent. 
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